
Southville Warriors 
 Finding Treasure in a pile of dirt 

29.03.20 Session Aim 
 
To help children understand the need for repentance and the joy shown when a sinner 

repents. 

Bible Verse/s 
 
 Luke 15:1-2,  Luke 15:8-10,  Mark 1:14-15,  Matthew 3:7-9, Acts 2:38, 2 Peter 3:9 

 

STORY – The Parable of the Lost Coin 

 

Equipment: 

A Bible, (Bible gateway is also a great resource with lots of versions of the bible- GNT - Good News 
Translation is helpful for children or the NIV – New International Version) 

A selection of coins – or you could use the ones they have made! 

• Think of a definition of the word ‘repent’ 

• Dictionary definitions: 

1. to feel or express sincere regret or remorse over one’s wrongdoing or sin. 
2. the activity of reviewing one's actions and feeling contrition or regret for past. 

Stand up and all face the same direction e.g. the door or window.  

All turn around 180 degrees so you are facing the opposite direction. 

• The word repent in the Greek New Testament simply means to turn around. It 
was a military term that described a soldier marching in one direction and then 
doing an about-face. And when it’s used in a spiritual sense, it means to 
change your mind. 

• ‘all sorts’ of people came to hear Jesus - Read Luke 15:1-2 

 

Jesus went on to tell three parables: the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin and the Lost Son. 

Read Luke 15:8-10 

Here we have the parable about the woman who loses one of her silver coins (about 
a day’s wages) and having done so sweeps her house and searches carefully until 
she finds it. Having done so, she calls her friends and neighbours together and 
rejoices with them. 

 
Use nine coins or counters and create a picture of a lamp with them. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A1-2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A8-10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A14-15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A7-9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A38&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A1-2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A8-10&version=NIV


Then a brush, then use one extra coin to create a smiling face. 

Jesus likens this to the fact of the angels rejoicing in the presence of God in the same 
way when a sinner repents. 

Remember that Jesus is telling this parable to the tax collectors and ‘sinners’ on one 
side and the Pharisees and teachers of the law on the other. 

Read Mark 1:14-15. Jesus went around proclaiming, ‘Repent and 

believe’. 

• What does it mean to ‘turn around in the opposite direction’? - stop what you 
are doing, do the opposite and believe in the message that Jesus is saying. 

Now read Matthew 3:7-9.  

• Discuss how John the Baptist was telling the Pharisees to, ’produce fruit in 
keeping with repentance’. Explain how the Pharisees felt justified that they 
were right before God; that they considered themselves righteous and others 
as ‘sinners’. 

Here, John the Baptist is telling the Pharisees that they are wrong, that their actions 
and self justification is wrong and is not what God is looking for. He is coming to tell 
people, and to prepare people, for Jesus’ coming. They are going to have to change 
the way they live their lives and there needs to be proof. 

Read Acts 2:38. This is what Peter told the people on the Day of Pentecost 

when they had asked him what they should do. They had heard his message and 
were challenged. 

STAND UP! Repeat activity - Turn around 180 degrees so you are facing the 
opposite direction. 

Finally, read 2 Peter 3:9.  

How God is not wanting anyone to perish, but the opposite, for everyone to come to 
repentance. 

Salvation is offered to everyone but not everyone is saved. What makes the 
difference is repentance. 

Remember at the start Jesus was talking to the ‘sinners’ and the Pharisees. God 
cares for the individuals. We are important and precious to God. God has a totally 
different attitude than the Pharisees, and Jesus often spoke out against them. 
Although they thought they were pleasing God, they couldn’t have been further from 
the truth. 

REMEMBER - When a sinner repents, the angels in heaven rejoice! 

The Point: To help the children understand the meaning and importance of 
repentance. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A14-15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A7-9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A38&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A9&version=NIV

